
  

  

Who to talk to about the 
pre-sentence report 
You and your parents/carers can ask 
questions about the report by contacting: 

• the Youth Justice officer who wrote the 
report 

• their team leader.  

Name  ________________________  

📱Phone  ________________________  

🏢Where  ________________________  

 

Need more information?  

 Web 

www.qld.gov.au/youthjustice 
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A pre-sentence report gives the court more 
information about you so it can decide what 
sentence would be most appropriate.  

The court may ask for a pre-sentence 
report after you have said you are guilty or 
the court finds you guilty of an offence.  

The court must order the report if they are 
thinking about giving you: 

• an intensive supervision order 

• a conditional release order 

• a detention order. 

A Youth Justice officer will write the report. 
It will give the court: 

• more detailed information about what 
has happened that may have caused 
you to commit offences 

• information about what programs and 
services are available to help you to 
stop committing offences.  

What is involved  
A Youth Justice officer will talk to you and 
your parents/carers about the offence. You 
will usually have at least two interviews with 
the Youth Justice officer. 

They may need to talk to you a number of 
times to make sure they get all the 
information they need. This will help them 
to understand: 

• why you broke the law 

• how you feel about the offence 

• how you feel about the victim. 

The Youth Justice officer will tell you about 
the options the court has when sentencing 
you. 

Youth Justice officers may also need to 
speak to other people to help understand 
why you offended. The Youth Justice officer 
will talk to you and your parents/carers 
about this before they speak to other 
people.  

What you will be asked 
The Youth Justice officer will talk to you and 
your parents/carers about: 

• you and your family 

• school work 

• the offence you committed  

• the victim of your offence 

• any consequences that have happened 
because you broke the law (e.g. if you 
were punished or have made positive 
changes) 

• options the magistrate or judge has 
when they sentence you and if you 
would agree to do what the court says 

• any other information the court has 
asked for.  

Answering the questions 
Any information you give the Youth Justice 
officer is your choice. It may be included in 
the report.  

You may not want to give information or 
you may refuse to give information. This will 
be noted in the report.  

The Youth Justice officer will ask other 
people for relevant information.  

Where the report goes 
The Youth Justice officer will talk with you 
and your parents/carers about the report 
and what has been included.  

After this, the Youth Justice officer will give 
the original pre-sentence report to the court. 
The court will give copies to: 

• your lawyer 

• the prosecution.  

You might be concerned about other people 
in court listening to what is in the report. 
You should speak to your lawyer about this 
before you are sentenced. 

 


