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Law Week (13-19 May)
Stakeholder Communication Toolkit – May 2024
Law Week (13-19 May) is recognised across Australia as an opportunity to raise awareness of the legal system, and the importance of the legal community and its services.
This year’s Queensland Law Week theme is: Consent first – enabling healthy and respectful relationships.
This theme focuses on the Criminal Law (Coercive Control and Affirmative Consent) and Other Legislation Amendment Act 2024 (CCAC Act) and what it means for Queenslanders. 
Throughout Law Week, a range of community activities will be hosted, highlighting the legal system for all legal professionals and the public. 
Asking for consent is how we make sure we feel safe, and that our partner/s feel safe too. Law Week 2024 will also promote ways the community can support healthy and respectful relationships by practising the affirmative model of consent.
What can you do to promote the campaign?
· Share this communication toolkit with your stakeholders and networks.
· Include an article in an e-newsletter or your workplace intranet.
· Share a post on social media.
· Download and use the branded resources via www.qld.gov.au/lawweek.
· Start a conversation about healthy and respectful relationships.
· Get involved in Law Week activities.
Key messages
Law Week
Law Week (13-19 May) is recognised across Australia as an opportunity to raise awareness of the legal system, and the importance of the legal community and its services.
This year’s Queensland Law Week theme is: Consent first – enabling healthy and respectful relationships.
This theme focuses on the Criminal Law (Coercive Control and Affirmative Consent) and Other Legislation Amendment Act 2024 (CCAC Act) and what it means for Queenslanders. 
Throughout Law Week, a range of community activities will be hosted, highlighting the legal system for all legal professionals and the public. 
Asking for consent is how we make sure we feel safe, and that our partner/s feel safe too. Law Week 2024 will also promote ways the community can support healthy and respectful relationships by practising the affirmative model of consent.
Criminal Law (Coercive Control and Affirmative Consent) and Other Legislation Amendment Act 2024 (CCAC Act)
The Queensland Parliament passed the Criminal Law (Coercive Control and Affirmative Consent) and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2023 on 6 March 2024. 
It moves Queensland toward an affirmative model of consent, requiring free and voluntary agreement to participate in any sexual activity.
These landmark reforms better reflect community expectations of equality and mutual respect in sexual relationships and address recommendations from the Women’s Safety and Justice Taskforce.
Rape myths and narratives around ‘implied consent’ exist in our society. Once the new laws commence, the affirmative model of consent will provide further clarity around consent and better support for victim-survivors in court. These include:
· introducing jury directions for sexual offence proceedings
· imposing a duty on the court to disallow improper questions
As part of this legislation, stealthing – the non-consensual removal of a condom during sex – will also now be expressly recognised as rape.
Find out more about sexual consent.
What is consent?
Consent is about respect and ongoing, mutual communication. Consent can be communicated through words or clear body language. 
Before and during any sexual activity, everyone must say or do something to check for consent. If you’re not sure you’ve got consent—you need to check and be sure.
Checking in with each other when doing something sexual is how we make sure our partners feel safe and that we feel safe too.
Consent is:
· Affirmative and communicated – Either through verbal or non-verbal communication, including clear body language. Just because your partner/s haven't said ‘no’, does not mean they are consenting.
· Ongoing and mutual – Agreed together every time, before and during any sexual activity. Consenting to one type of sexual activity doesn’t mean they consent to everything. If you’re unsure, stop and check in.
· Free and voluntary – When everyone wants to engage in a sexual activity and doesn’t feel pressured, threatened, or coerced into doing something they don’t want to do.
· Specific and informed – Everyone wants to take part and understands what is involved.
· Reflects capacity – Everyone involved in a sexual act needs to have the capacity to reach, communicate or withhold consent. A range of factors, including age, intoxication, consciousness or other impairment, can affect someone’s capacity to consent.
Consent is NOT:
· Assumed – Even if you're in a relationship or have had sexual experiences with someone before, consent must be discussed and agreed together every time.
· Present when someone lacks capacity – If a person is asleep, unconscious, intoxicated, or does not know what they are consenting to, consent cannot be given.
· Agreed to where there's force – You cannot pressure, threaten or coerce someone into a sexual activity.
· Silence or lack of resistance – If a person does not say or do something to communicate they are agreeing to participate in a sexual activity, they are not consenting to that sexual activity.
How do we engage in healthy sexual relationships?
Asking for consent
You always need to be sure you’ve got consent.
No matter how long you’ve known someone, or how many times you’ve had sex or done sexual things with them before, consent must be agreed, together, every time.
Asking for consent can feel daunting, but it doesn’t have to be - there’s lots of ways to do it.
Keep checking in – people have different boundaries and likes and dislikes when it comes to sex. What people are comfortable with and what they enjoy can also change over time. It’s important to check you have consent every time. Never assume consent.
If you’re not sure if someone is consenting, stop, check in, and respect their choice.

Communicating consent
Consent can be communicated verbally or through clear body language and everyone can change their mind and withdraw consent at any time.
Everyone must say or do something to communicate consent. It can’t be assumed just because someone hasn’t said no.
If someone says no, you must stop. If they aren’t responding or their body language doesn’t show they want to keep going, stop, check in, and respect their choice. Positive sexual experiences happen when everyone wants to be there.
Withdrawing consent
It’s important everyone feels safe to say no.
People can be scared or hesitant to say no because they don’t know how the other person will react. They may not want to make them angry or upset, or they don’t really know what they’re feeling or how to talk about it.
You can create a space where your partners feel safe to tell you no by being respectful and supportive – no matter the answer when you check for consent.
Promotional assets
Access social tiles:
· Law Week social 1
· Law Week social 2
· Law Week social 3
Proposed content
	Channel
	Copy

	E-newsletter or Intranet article
	Law Week (13-19 May) – Consent first – enabling healthy and respectful relationships
Law Week (13-19 May) is recognised across Australia as an opportunity to raise awareness of the legal system, and the importance of the legal community and its services.
This year’s Queensland Law Week theme is: Consent first – enabling healthy and respectful relationships.
This is an opportunity to raise awareness of the Criminal Law (Coercive Control and Affirmative Consent) and Other Legislation Amendment Act 2024 (CCAC Act) and what it means for Queenslanders. 
Throughout Law Week, a range of community activities will be hosted, highlighting the legal system for all legal professionals and the public. 
Asking for consent is how we make sure we feel safe, and that our partner/s feel safe too. Law Week 2024 will also promote ways the community can support healthy and respectful relationships by practicing the affirmative model of consent.

This Law Week you can: 
· Start a conversation about healthy and respectful relationships.
· Learn more about the affirmative model of consent. 
· Get involved in Law Week activities. 


	Social media post

	Law Week (13-19 May) is recognised across Australia as an opportunity to raise awareness of the legal system, and the importance of the legal community and its services.
This year’s Queensland Law Week theme is: Consent first – enabling healthy and respectful relationships.
This Law Week learn more about healthy and respectful relationships here: www.qld.gov.au/lawweek
#LawWeek #ConsentFirst


	Social media post

	In March this year, Queensland Parliament passed the Criminal Law (Coercive Control and Affirmative Consent) and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2023, introducing an affirmative model of consent, which requires free and voluntary agreement to participate in a sexual activity.
As part of this landmark legislation, stealthing – the non-consensual removal of a condom during sex – is also now expressly recognised as rape.
The new consent laws better reflect community expectations of equality and mutual respect in sexual relationships.
This week (13-19 May) is Law Week and this year’s theme, ‘Consent first – enabling healthy and respectful relationships’, reflects these values and sheds light on the role we all play in creating positive sexual experiences.
Find out more about Law Week at www.qld.gov.au/lawweek
#LawWeek #ConsentFirst


	Social media post

	We all play a part in creating positive sexual experiences. This starts with making sure everyone wants to be there by checking for consent. 
This week (13-19 May) is Law Week and this year’s theme, ‘Consent first – enabling healthy and respectful relationships’, reflects these values and sheds light on the role we all play in creating positive sexual experiences.
Find out more about Law Week at www.qld.gov.au/lawweek
#LawWeek #ConsentFirst


	Social media post

	Consent is all about ongoing, mutual communication, and it’s key to positive and healthy sexual experiences.
You always need to be sure you’ve got consent. If you’re not sure, stop, check in and respect their choice.
This week (13-19 May) is Law Week and this year’s theme, ‘Consent first – enabling healthy and respectful relationships’, reflects these values and sheds light on the role we all play in creating positive sexual experiences.
Find out more about Law Week at www.qld.gov.au/lawweek
#LawWeek #ConsentFirst
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