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Our approach

The SharkSmart drone trial began at five South East Queensland beaches in September 2020. Between February and April 2021, the Department of Agriculture and
Fisheries sought community feedback through a market research survey (by invitation) and a community survey (open to all). Feedback received will help inform future
decisions about the SharkSmart drone trial.
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What we heard

Community feedback

Attitudes toward drones as a shark spotting tool
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Likelihood of choosing a beach with a shark spotting drone
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Key feedback themes across all methods

Drones do not harm
sharks / non-
invasive / better
than nets or
drumlines

Good / great idea
which | support

Drones are cost
effective / cheaper
than helicopter
surveillance

Drones don't
endanger marine
life and are safe for
all creatures

Drones are efficient
/ have good
overhead vision /

can cover areas
quickly

Drones ensure
swimmer safety /

can save lives




