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Weipa & Amrun 
This port-specific plan must be read in conjunction with the full Extreme Weather Event Contingency Plan 
document, available on the MSQ webpage https://www.msq.qld.gov.au/Safety/Preparing-for-severe-
weather/Extreme-weather-contingency-plans . 

Extreme Weather Event 
The hazards covered under this plan include CYCLONE and FLOOD. One or more hazards may occur 
simultaneously.  

Destructive Winds, Swell, Rain or Riverine Flooding Forecast Within 24-48 Hours 
• Suspend all cargo or trading operations and obtain a situation report on state of operations including draft.

• Inform ships’ masters of situation and place a short notice to sail.

• Obtain information on length of time to bring ships to a readiness to sail.

• Inform Regional Harbour Master (Cairns) of situation and ascertain suitable sailing times and draft requirements.

• If time permits, resume loading. Bring ship to satisfactory handling trim and safe transit draft.

• During a Yellow Advice, small vessels prepare to move to designated cyclone mooring areas (Appendix
A).

• Owners of recreational vessels are to follow the directions given in the chartlets at the end of this
Appendix.

Note: When conditions are deteriorating, every endeavour will be made to accommodate the working of cargo in 
the available time, allowing for tidal constraints. 

Destructive Winds, Swell, Rain or Riverine Flooding Forecast Within 12-24 Hours 
• Sail all ships (note: It may already have been necessary to have sailed some ships due to tidal conditions).

• In the event that a ship cannot sail, arrange linesmen, instruct master to take standard cyclone precautions.

• On water authorities prepare to depart.

• All small vessels move to designated area and final preparations and tying off completed.

Note: The anchoring of large vessels upstream is not recommended due to tidal surges that could inundate the 
area, which, with high winds, 

Yellow – Advice

Orange –  Watch and Act 
 

https://www.msq.qld.gov.au/Safety/Preparing-for-severe-weather/Extreme-weather-contingency-plans
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Destructive Winds, Swell or Riverine Flooding Forecast Within 6 Hours 
Port Closed 

Vessels are not to leave their cyclone moorings or designated areas until the official all clear is given by the Regional 
Harbour Master (Cairns). Only movements of an emergency nature will be permitted during a Red Emergency Warning. 

After The Event Has Passed, Recovery Underway 
The Regional Harbour Master will assess residual risks and determine which actions need to be addressed. Do not 
assume that as the extreme weather event has passed it is safe to move your vessel.  

Vessels, commercial and recreational, are not to leave their cyclone moorings until the official all clear is given by the 
Regional Harbour Master.  

Mariners should maintain a listening watch on VHF frequencies 16 and 12 and follow advice/directions given by Weipa 
VTS.  

Movements will be at the RHM’s discretion and can be in stages including limited Internal Port movements until the 
Channel or areas within the Port are deemed safe.  

Owners and masters of vessels should be aware that aids to navigation may be affected by the extreme weather event. 

Owners and masters should refer to Notices to Mariners for the latest updates. Furthermore, port infrastructure will 
require inspection to ensure that facilities are fit for purpose.  

Port open to all traffic, business as usual 
A Pilotage area may be effectively re-opened by the Regional Harbour Master following direction to allow the entering or 
leaving of ships in and out of a pilotage area, or movement of vessels within a pilotage area. Such direction will be 
provided:  

• When satisfied that all danger has passed, and the Pilotage area is safe for vessels to re-enter or exit; and

• Following inspections and surveys to critical maritime infrastructure (for example navigational aids and wharves)
as well as clearance of navigational hazards.

The Vessel Traffic Services Centre (Callsign Weipa VTS) will coordinate the safe movement of vessels following the 
opening of the Pilotage area in accordance with normal practice. Berths will be re-opened, and operations resumed when 
structural assessments have been completed and wind and sea conditions are within operational limits.  

Red -  Emergency Warning 
 

White – All clear
 

Yellow – Advice
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Communication 
The successful implementation of this plan relies on high quality communication of information and directions. 

From the commencement of Yellow Advice, the Weipa Cyclone Control Centre (CCC) will monitor VHF channel 16 and 
telephone 07 4090 6000.  

The CCC will relay messages from the Regional Harbour Master (Cairns) and act as a co-ordination and control centre. 

Once in position all small vessels are to contact the CCC and advise of location and number of persons remaining on 
board. If the vessel is to be left unattended the owners or masters are to advise the CCC of their contact telephone 
numbers.  

The Vessel Traffic Services Centre (callsign Weipa VTS), will implement the extreme weather event contingency plan on 
behalf of the Regional Harbour Master (Cairns) by acting as a central communications point and will be designated as the 
Maritime Control Centre for the duration and aftermath of the extreme weather event.  

The vessel Maritime Control Centre call sign will be ‘Weipa VTS’. 

VHF channels 16, 12 and 10 will be continuously monitored before and during the extreme weather event, unless the 
centre is evacuated. Extreme weather watches, warnings and any directions will be issued on these channels frequently 
as directed by the Regional Harbour Master.  

If the plan requires for the Regional Harbour Master to give directions in relation to the operation and movement of 
vessels within their jurisdiction (such as port evacuation, closure and/or the movement of vessels to safer moorings), 
these actions will be coordinated by the Maritime Control Centre. In such instances, all vessels must contact the Maritime 
Control Centre before moving to their area of shelter, either by:  

• Telephoning 4052 7470, 1300 551 899; or

• Calling Weipa VTS on VHF channel 16,12 or 10.

Key Contacts 

Name Contact Number 

Regional Harbour Master 
07 4052 7400 

Weipa VTS 
1300 551 899 

Police – Weipa 
07 4090 6000 

Boating and Fisheries Patrol 
07 4069 8114 

Cyclone Control Centre 
07 4090 6000 

North Queensland Bulk Ports 
07 4069 7749 

Rio Tinto Aluminium 
07 4069 8962 
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Key Websites 

Name URL 

Detailed weather updates: BOM www.bom.gov.au 

MSQ Website www.msq.qld.gov.au 

MSQ Dashboard – detailed information on Port closures, 
Notice to Mariners, Tide Charts and more. 

https://www.qldmaritime.msq.qld.gov.au 

http://www.bom.gov.au/
http://www.msq.qld.gov.au/
https://www.qldmaritime.msq.qld.gov.au/
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EXTREME WEATHER EVENT PLAN (CYCLONE)

PORT OF WEIPA

3 0 3 6
kilom etre s

© The State of Queensland 2024
(Transport and Main Roads)

Destruc tiv e  wind s fore c ast to affe c t th e  are a with in
6 hours.

Port closed.
Vesse ls are NOT  to le av e  th e ir c yc lone  m ooring until
th e  offic ial ALL CLEAR is giv e n by th e  Regional
Harbour Maste r (Cairns).

Destruc tiv e  wind s fore c ast to affe c t th e  are a with in
24 - 48  hours.
•  Plant on c yc lone  ale rt Ph ase 1.
•  Com m e nc e  plot of c yc lone .
•  Suspe nd  load ing, obtain a situation re port.
•  Giv e  m aste rs sh ort notic e  to sail.
•  Get read ine ss to sail.
•  Inform  RHM of situation and  asc e rtain suitable
   sailing  tim e s.
•  Inform  We ipa T ugs.
•  If tim e  and  d raft pe rm it bring load to best h and ling
   trim .
•  Sm all v e sse ls to d e signate d  c yc lone  m ooring areas.

Destruc tiv e  wind s fore c ast to affe c t th e  are a with in
12 - 24 hours.
•  Plant on c yc lone  ale rt Ph ase 2.
•  Man c ontrol c e ntre  fully.
•  Hourly m et. data to plant.
•  Sail all sh ips wh e re  possible .
•  Line sm e n, standard  c yc lone  pre c autions for sh ips
   in port.
All sm all v e sse ls sh ould  be  m oore d  in th e ir d e signate d
are a and final pre parations and tying off c om ple te d .
On wate r auth oritie s pre pare  to d e part.

VESSEL COMMUNICATIONS & CONTROL CENTRE:
CAIRNS VT S, at th e  Harbour Maste r's Offic e  (T ingira Stre e t) will be th e  Maritim e  Control Ce ntre . 
VHF Ch anne ls 16 and 12 will be c ontinuously m onitore d . T h e  v e sse l Com m unic ations & Control Ce ntre  c allsign will be  "Weipa VTS".
T h e  Harbour Maste r's re quire m e nts for c le aring th e  port of large v e sse ls will ge ne rally be:
•  Wind  spe e d s m ust not h av e  re ac h e d  30 knots.
•  Sh ips m ust be able  to sail, e.g. m ac h ine ry working and c re w on board , trim  suitable .
•  T h e  sh ip's d e e pe st d raugh t m ust giv e  suitable  c le aranc e  wh e n sailing.
•  T h e  sh ip c an only sail 1.25 h ours before  h igh  wate r, or at low wate r.
•  T ugs m ust be available .
T o e nsure  an ord e rly e v ac uation, th e  sc h e d ule  abov e  is to be obse rv e d  wh e n announc e d  by th e  Regional Harbour Maste r (Cairns) ov e r VHF c h  16.

OBJECTIVE:
T o h av e  th e  port are a e v ac uate d  at least six h ours before  d e struc tiv e  wind s c om m e nc e , and to h av e  all v e sse ls safe ly m oore d  in th e ir d e signate d  are as
of sh e lte r by th at tim e .
All v e sse ls, oth e r th an th ose be ing use d  for e m e rge nc y purposes, are to e v ac uate and c le ar th e  port area. Owne rs sh ould  be  aware th at sh ould  th e y
le av e  th e ir v e sse l in th e  port area, th e y m ay be liable  to prose c ution and , ad d itionally, be h e ld  ac c ountable  for any dam age  th at th e ir v e sse l m ay
c ause or inc ur.

Map S10c-8-9

Map Datum : GDA2020
Map proje c tion: UT M MGA Zone 54
Pre pare d  4 Se pte m be r 2024
Maritime Safety Queensland - Spatial Se rv ic e s

 Orange -  Watch and Act

 Red -  Emergency Warning

 Yellow -  Advice

DESIGNATED CYCLONE
MOORING AREA
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MARITIME
EXTREME WEATHER EVENT PLAN (CYCLONE)

AMRUN 
Yellow - Advice 
Destruc tiv e wind sfore c astto afe c tth e are awith in
24 - 48 hours.
•Planton c yc lone ale rtPh ase 1.
•Com m e nc e plotofc yc lone .
•Suspe nd load ing,obtain asituation re port.
•Giv e m aste rssh ortnotic e to sail.
•Getre ad ine sto sail.
•Inform RHMofsituation and asc e rtain suitable
sailingtim e s.

•Inform Am run T ugs.
•Iftim e and d raftpe rm itbringload to be st
h and lingtrim .

•Sm alv e se lsto d e signate d c yc lone m ooring
are as.

Orange - Watch and Act 
Destruc tiv e wind sfore c astto afe c tth e are awith in
12 - 24 hours.
•Planton c yc lone ale rtPh ase 2.
•Man c ontrolc e ntre fuly.
•Hourlym e t.datato plant.
•Sailalsh ipswh e re po sible .
•Line sm e n,standard c yc lone pre c autionsforsh ips
in port.

Alsm alv e se lssh ould be m oore d in th e ird e signate d
are aand finalpre parationsand tyingo fc om ple te d .
On wate rauth oritie spre pare to d e part.

Dest i i d sf o aff h i h i
Red - Emergency Warning 
ruc tv e wn ore c astt e c tte are awtn

6 hours. 

NOT E:Alltugsto re loc ate to
c yc lone m ooringsin He yRiv e r

Area closed. 
Vesse lsare NOT to le av e th e irc yc lone m oorings
untilth e o fic ialALLCLEARh asbe e n giv e n byth e
RegionalHarbourMaste r(Cairns).

OBJECTIVE: 
T o h av e th e are ae v ac uate d atle astsixh oursbefore d e struc tiv e wind sc om m e nc e ,and to h av e alv e se lssafe lym oore d in th e ird e signate d are as
ofsh e lte rbyth attim e .
Alv e se ls,oth e rth an th ose be inguse d fore m e rge nc ypurposes,are to e v ac uate and c le arth e are a.Owne rssh ould be aware th atsh ould th e y
le av e th e irv e se lin th isare a,th e ym aybe liable to prose c ution and ,ad d itionaly,be h e ld ac c ountable foranyd am age th atth e irv e se lm ay
c ause orinc ur.
VESSEL COMMUNICATIONS & CONTROL CENTRE: 
CAIRNSVT S,atth e HarbourMaste r'sOfic e (T ingiraStre e t)wilbe th e Maritim e ControlCe ntre .
VHFCh anne ls10and 16wilbe c ontinuouslym onitore d .T h e v e se lCom m unic ations&ControlCe ntre c alsign wilbe "Weipa VTS". 
T h e HarbourMaste r'sre quire m e ntsforc le aringth e portoflarge v e se lswilge ne ralybe:
•Wind spe e d sm ustnoth av e re ac h e d 30knots.
•Sh ipsm ustbe able to sail,e.g.m ac h ine ryworkingand c re won board ,trim suitable .
•T h e sh ip'sd e e pe std raugh tm ustgiv e suitable c le aranc e wh e n sailing.
•T h e sh ip c an onlysail1.25h oursbefore h igh wate r,oratlowwate r.
•T ugsm ustbe available .
T o e nsure an ord e rlye v ac uation,th e sc h e d ule abov e isto be obse rv e d wh e n announc e d byth e RegionalHarbourMaste r(Cairns)ov e rVHFc h 16.

Map S10c-11-4 © The State of Queensland 2023
(Transport and Main Roads) 
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