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Port Douglas 
This port-specific plan must be read in conjunction with the full Extreme Weather Event Contingency Plan 
document, available on the MSQ webpage https://www.msq.qld.gov.au/Safety/Preparing-for-severe-
weather/Extreme-weather-contingency-plans . 

Extreme Weather Event 
The hazards covered under this plan include CYCLONE and FLOOD. One or more hazards may occur 
simultaneously. 

Yellow – Advice 

Destructive Winds, Swell, Rain or Riverine Flooding Forecast Within 24-48 Hours 

• Review all cargo or trading operations and obtain a situation report on state of operations including draft. 
• Inform ships’ masters of situation and place a short notice to sail. 
• Obtain information on length of time to bring ships to a readiness to sail. 
• Inform Regional Harbour Master (Cairns) via Cairns VTS of situation and ascertain suitable sailing times and draft 

requirements. 
• If time permits, resume cargo, trading operations or ballast operations. Bring ship to satisfactory handling trim and 

safe transit draft. 
• All smaller vessels such as the reef fleet and commercial fishing vessels should prepare to move to then move 

designated cyclone mooring areas. 
• Owners of recreational vessels are to follow the directions given in the chartlet at the end of this Appendix. 

Orange – Watch and Act 

Destructive Winds, Swell, Rain or Riverine Flooding Forecast Within 12-24 Hours 

• Sail all ships (note: It may already have been necessary to have sailed some ships due to tidal conditions). 
• In the event that a ship cannot sail, arrange linesmen, instruct master to take standard cyclone precautions. 
• On water authorities prepare to depart. 
• All smaller vessels such as the reef fleet and commercial fishing vessels should be moored in the designated 

area, whether it be at cyclone moorings or mangrove areas in the Appendix and final preparations and tying off 
completed. 

• Owners of recreational vessels should be moored in the designated areas with final preparations and tying off 
complete. 

Note: The anchoring of large vessels upstream is not recommended due to tidal surges that could inundate the 
area, which, with high winds, may well strand vessels inland of the river system, making any salvage extremely 
difficult. 
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Red – Emergency Warning 

Destructive Winds, Swell or Riverine Flooding Forecast Within 6 Hours 
Port Closed 

Vessels are not to leave their cyclone moorings or designated areas until the official all clear is given by the Regional 
Harbour Master (Cairns). Only movements of an emergency nature will be permitted during a Red Emergency Warning. 

Yellow – Advice 

After The Event Has Passed, Recovery Underway 

The Regional Harbour Master will assess residual risks and determine the actions needed to be addressed. Do not 
assume that as the extreme weather event has passed, it is now safe to move your vessel. 

Vessels, commercial and recreational, are not to leave their cyclone moorings until the official all clear is given by the 
Regional Harbour Master. 

Mariners should maintain a listening watch on VHF channels 16 and 12, and follow advice/directions from Cairns Vessel 
Traffic Service, (Callsign Cairns VTS). 

Movements will be at the RHM’s discretion and can be in stages including limited to internal port movements until the 
Channel or areas within the Port are deemed safe. 

Mariners are to consult the latest Notices to Mariners for updated information on port depths and conditions. 

White – All clear 
Port open to all traffic, business as usual 
A Pilotage area may be effectively re-opened by the Regional Harbour Master following direction to allow the entering or 
leaving of ships in and out of a pilotage area, or movement of vessels within a pilotage area. Such direction will be 
provided when satisfied that all danger has passed, and the Pilotage area is safe for vessels to re-enter or exit. 

The Vessel Traffic Services Centre will coordinate the safe movement of vessels following the opening of the Pilotage 
area in accordance with normal practice. Berths will be re-opened and operations resumed when structural assessments 
have been completed and wind and sea conditions are within operational limits. 
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Communication 
The successful implementation of this plan relies on high quality communication of information and directions. 

From the commencement of Yellow advice, the Marina Manager’s Office at the Crystalbrook Superyacht Marina will 
become the Port Douglas Emergency Control Centre (ECC). The ECC will monitor VHF channel 16 and telephone 4099 
5775. 

The ECC will relay messages from the Regional Harbour Master (Cairns) and act as co-ordination and control centre. 
Once in position, all vessels are to contact the ECC and advise them of the area in which they are moored and how many 
people will be remaining on board. 

If a vessel is to be left unattended, its owners are to advise the control centre of their contact telephone numbers. To 
ensure an orderly evacuation, the following schedule is to be observed when announced by the Regional Harbour 
Master (Cairns) over VHF channel 16. 

VHF channels 16 and 12 will be continuously monitored by Cairns VTS before and during the extreme weather event, 
unless the centre is evacuated. Extreme weather watches, warnings and any directions will be issued frequently as 
directed by the Regional Harbour Master. 

Key Contacts 

Name Contact Number 

Regional Harbour Master 
07 4052 7400 

Cairns Vessel Traffic Service 
1300 551 899 

Water Police 
07 40573577 

Marina Manager (ECC) 
074099 5775 

Boating and Fisheries Patrol 
07 4035 0700 

Key Websites 

Name URL 

Detailed weather updates: BOM www.bom.gov.au 

MSQ Website www.msq.qld.gov.au 

MSQ Dashboard – detailed information on Port closures, 
Notice to Mariners, Tide Charts and more. 

https://www.qldmaritime.msq.qld.gov.au 
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Queensland 
Government 

MARITIME
EXTREME WEATHER EVENT PLAN (CYCLONE)

PORT DOUGLAS 
OBJECTIVE: 
To ha ve the m a rina a re a s e va cua te d a tle a s ts ixhours be fore
d e s tructive wind s com m e nce ,a nd to have s m a lve s s e ls s a fe ly
m oore d in the ird e s igna te d a re a s of s he lte rbytha ttim e .
Alve s s e ls ,othe rtha n thos e be ingus e d fore m e rge ncy
purpos e s ,a re to eva cuate a nd cle a rthe m a rina s .
Owne rs s hould be a wa re thats hould theyle a ve the irve s s e lin
this a re a ,the ym a ybe lia ble to pros e cution a nd ,
a d d itiona ly,be he ld a ccounta ble fora nyd a m a ge thatthe ir
ve s s e lm a yca us e orincur.
The a ccom pa nyingcha rtd e ta ils the d e s ignate d cyclone
m ooringa re a s .

VESSEL COMMUNICATIONS & CONTROL CENTRE: 
From the com m e nce m e ntof Ye lowW a tch the Ma na ge r’s office
a tthe Crys t
DOUGLASEMERGENCYCONTROLCENTRE.

a lbrook Supe ryachtMa rina wilbe com e the PORT
The ywilm onitorVHFCh 16a nd te le phone (07)40995775.
The ywilre la ym e s s a ge s from the Re giona lHa rbourMa s te r
a nd a cta s a co-ord ina tion a nd controlce ntre .
Once in pos ition a lve s s e ls a re to conta ctthe PortDougla s
Em e rge ncyControlCe ntre a nd a d vis e the m of the a re a in which
theya re m oore d a nd howm a nype ople wilbe re m a iningonboa rd .
Ad d itiona ly,if a ve s s e lis to be le ftuna te nd e d the ya re to a d vis e
the ControlCe ntre of the ircontactte lephone num be rs a s a pplicable.
To e ns ure a n ord e rlye va cua tion,the fo lowings che d ule is to be
obs e rve d whe n a nnounce d bythe Regiona lHa rbourMa s te r
(Ca irns )ove rVHFch 16.
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Reserved forCoast Guard 

Pumpingstation 

SubmarinepowerlineDo Not Anchor 

KEEP THISAREA CLEAR 

COMPULSORY
EVACUATION AREA 

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

H De s tructive wind s fore ca s tto a ffe ctthe a re a within 24 - 48 hours. 

Yellow - Advice 

1.Ve s s e ls und e r10m to a re a s D&F,MultiHuls to a re a Ha nd
ve s s e ls be twe e n 10m -15m choos ingto us e a re a A.

2.Ve s s e ls be twe e n 10m -15m to a re a C,ve s s e ls ove r15m to
a re a Ba nd Q uicks ilve rto a re a G.

3.Late a rriva ls to a re a E.
NOTES:
The Em e rge ncyControlCe ntre wila d vis e ve s s e ls whe n the y
s hould m ove d uringthis pha s e .
Itis e s s e ntia ltha tve s s e ls a void blockingoff a cce s s to uppe r
re a che s a nd re m a in tie d off to one s id e untilitis obvious tha ta l
ve s s e ls tha tm a ywis h to pa s s ha ve d one s o.

Orange - Watch and Act 
De s tructive wind s fore ca s tto a ffe ctthe a re a within 12 - 24 hours. 
Alve s s e ls s hould be m oore d in the ird e s ignate d a re a a nd fina l
pre pa ra tions a nd tyingoff com plete d .
On wate ra uthoritie s pre pa re to d e pa rt.

DESI
MOOR

GNATED CYCLONE
ING AREAS

A V: essels 10m - 15m 

Red - Emergency Warning
De s tructive wind s fore ca s tto a ffe ctthe a re a within 6 hours.

B: All vessels over 15m
C: Vessels 10m - 15m Marinas closed.
D: Vessels under 10m
E: Reserved for late arrivals
F: Vessels under 10m Ve s s e ls a re NOTto le a ve the ircyclone m ooringuntilthe officia l
G: Quicksilver vessels ALLCLEARis give n bythe Re giona lHa rbourMa s te r(Ca irns ).
H: Multi Hulls 

Map S10c-3-11 

m e tre sMa pDatum :GDA2020 500 0 500Ma pproje ction:UTMMGAZ one 55
Prepa re d 4Septe m be r2024
Maritime Safety Queensland -Spatia lSe rvice s
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