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Karumba 
This port-specific plan must be read in conjunction with the full Extreme Weather Event Contingency Plan 
document, available on the MSQ webpage https://www.msq.qld.gov.au/Safety/Preparing-for-severe-
weather/Extreme-weather-contingency-plans . 

Extreme Weather Event 
The hazards covered under this plan include CYCLONE and FLOOD. One or more hazards may occur 
simultaneously.  

Destructive Winds, Swell, Rain or Riverine Flooding Forecast Within 24-48 Hours 

• Review all cargo or trading operations and obtain a situation report on state of operations including draft.

• Inform ships’ masters of situation and place a short notice to sail.

• Obtain information on length of time to bring ships to a readiness to sail.

• Inform Regional Harbour Master (Cairns) via Karumba Harbour of situation and ascertain suitable sailing times

and draft requirements.

• If time permits, resume cargo, trading operations or ballast operations. Bring ship to satisfactory handling trim and

safe transit draft.

• All smaller vessels should prepare to move to designated cyclone mooring areas upstream in the Norman River

(Appendix A)

• Owners of recreational vessels are to follow the directions given in the chartlet (map) at the end of this Appendix.

• Note: When conditions are deteriorating, every endeavour will be made to accommodate the working of
cargo in the available time, allowing for tidal constraints.

Destructive Winds, Swell, Rain or Riverine Flooding Forecast Within 12-24 Hours 
• Sail all ships (note: It may already have been necessary to have sailed some ships due to tidal conditions).

• In the event that a ship cannot sail, arrange linesmen, instruct master to take standard cyclone precautions.

• On water authorities prepare to depart.

Yellow – Advice

Orange –  Watch and Act 
 

https://www.msq.qld.gov.au/Safety/Preparing-for-severe-weather/Extreme-weather-contingency-plans
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• All small vessels are to move to their designated area and commence final preparations and tying off completed.

• Owners of recreational vessels should be moored in the designated areas with final preparations and tying off

complete.

Destructive Winds, Swell or Riverine Flooding Forecast Within 6 Hours 
Port Closed 

• Vessels are not to leave their cyclone moorings or designated areas until the official all clear is given by the

Regional Harbour Master (Cairns). Only movements of an emergency nature will be permitted during a Red

Emergency Warning.

After The Event Has Passed, Recovery Underway 
• The Regional Harbour Master will assess residual risks and determine the actions needed to be addressed. Do

not assume that as the extreme weather event has passed, it is now safe to move your vessel.

• Vessels, commercial and recreational, are not to leave their cyclone moorings until the official all clear is given by

the Regional Harbour Master.

• Mariners should maintain a listening watch on VHF channel 16 and follow advice from Karumba Harbour.

• Movements can be at the RHM’s discretion and can be in stages including limited to Internal Port movements

until the Channel or areas within the Port are deemed safe.

• Mariners are to consult the latest Notices to Mariners for updated information on Port depths and conditions.

Port open to all traffic, business as usual 
A Pilotage area may be effectively re-opened by the Regional Harbour Master following direction to allow the entering or 
leaving of ships in and out of a pilotage area, or movement of vessels within a pilotage area. Such direction will be 
provided when satisfied that all danger has passed, and the Pilotage area is safe for vessels to re-enter or exit.  

The Vessel Traffic Services Centre will coordinate the safe movement of vessels following the opening of the Pilotage 
area in accordance with normal practice. Berths will be re-opened and operations resumed when structural assessments 
have been completed and wind and sea conditions are within operational limits.  

Red -  Emergency Warning 
 

White – All clear
 

Yellow – Advice
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Communication 
The successful implementation of this plan relies on high quality communication of information and directions. 

From the commencement of Yellow Advice, the Police Station will become the Karumba Emergency Control Centre 
(ECC). The ECC will monitor VHF channel 16 and telephone 4745 9120.  

The ECC will relay messages from the Regional Harbour Master (Cairns) and act as co-ordination and control centre. 

Once in position, all vessels are to contact the ECC and advise them of the area in which they are moored and how many 
people will be remaining on board. If a vessel is to be left unattended, its owners are to advise the control centre of their 
contact telephone numbers.  

To ensure an orderly evacuation, the schedule is to be observed when announced by the Regional Harbour Master 
(Cairns) over VHF channel 16.  

Cairns Vessel Traffic Services (VTS) under the call sign ‘Karumba Harbour’ maintain a 24-hour listening watch on VHF 
channel 16.  

Karumba Harbour has VHF channel 16 as its working channel.  

Mobile telephones have limited coverage at Karumba and can be unreliable. 

Volunteer Marine Rescue does not maintain a regular listening watch or schedule at Karumba. 

Key Contacts 

Name Contact Number 

Regional Harbour Master 
07 4052 7400 

Karumba Harbour (Cairns VTS) 
1300 551 899 

Emergency Control Centre 
07 4745 9120 

Ports North 
07 47459522 

Karumba Police 
07 4745 9120 

Boating and Fisheries Patrol 
07 4745 9142 

Key Websites 

Name URL 

Detailed weather updates: BOM www.bom.gov.au 

MSQ Website www.msq.qld.gov.au 

MSQ Dashboard – detailed information on Port closures, 
Notice to Mariners, Tide Charts and more. 

https://www.qldmaritime.msq.qld.gov.au 

http://www.bom.gov.au/
http://www.msq.qld.gov.au/
https://www.qldmaritime.msq.qld.gov.au/


MARITIME
EXTREME WEATHER EVENT PLAN (CYCLONE)

PORT OF KARUMBA 
Yellow - Advice 
Destruc tivewindsforec a st to a ffec t th ea rea with in
24 - 48 hours.
•Suspendloa ding ,ob ta in situa tion reportson sh ips.
•Inform sh ips'm a stersof situa tion a ndpla ceon
sh ort noticeto sa il.

•Ob ta in inform a tion on rea dinesto sa il.
•Inform R HMof situa tion a nda scerta in suita b le
sa ling tim es.

•If tim ea nddra ft perm it b ring loa dto sa tisfa c tory
h a ndling trim .

•Sm a lvesselsm oveto cyclonem ooring a rea s.

Orange - Watch and Act 
Destruc tivewindsforec a st to a ffec t th ea rea with in
12 - 24 hours.
•Sa ila lsh ipswh erepossib le.
•Wh erea sh ip c a n't sa il,a ra ng elinesm en,instruc t
m a sterto ta kesta nda rdcyc loneprec a utions.

Alsm a lvesselsa t cyclonem ooring sa ndfina l
prepa ra tionsa ndtying off c om pleted.
On wa tera uth oritiesprepa reto depa rt.

Destruc tivewindsforec a st to a ffec t th ea rea with in
6 hours. 

Red - Emergency Warning 

Port closed. 
Vesselsa reNOTto lea veth eircyc lonem ooring s
untilth eofficia lALLCLEAR h a sb een given byth e
R eg iona lHa rb ourMa ster(Ca irns).

OBJECTIVE:
To h a veth eport a rea eva cua teda t lea st sixh oursbeforedestruc tivewindscom m ence,a ndto h a vea lveselssa felym ooredin th eirdesig na ted
a rea sof sh elterb yth a t tim e.
Alvessels,oth erth a n th osebeing usedforem ergencypurposes,a reto eva cua tea ndclea rth eport a rea .Ownerssh ouldb ea wa reth a t sh ould
th eylea veth eirvesselin th eport a rea ,th eym a ybelia b leto prosecution a nd,a dditiona ly,beh elda c c ounta b lefora nyda m a g eth a t th eirvessel
m a yc a useorincur.
VESSEL COMMUNICATIONS & CONTROL CENTRE: 
CAIR NSVTS,a t th eHa rb ourMa ster'sOffice(Ting ira Street)wilbeth eMa ritim eControlCentre.
VHFCh a nnel16wilbec ontinuouslym onitored.Th eveselCom m unic a tions&ControlCentrec a lsig n wilbe"Karumba Harbour". 
Th eHa rb ourMa ster'srequirementsforc lea ring th eport of la rg eveselswilgenera lyb e:
•Windspeedsmust not h a verea c h ed30knots.
•Sh ipsm ust bea b leto sa il,e.g.m a c h ineryworking a ndcrewon b oa rd.
•Th esh ip m ust bein a suita b letrim to sa il.
•Th esh ip'sdeepest dra ug h t m ust givesuita b lec lea ra ncewh en sa ling .
To ensurea n orderlyeva cua tion,Ma sterssh ouldbea wa reof th esudden onsla ug h t of cyc lonesduring th ewet sea son a ndsh ouldta kea dequa te
prec a utionsto h a veth eirvesselsrea dyto depa rt a t sh ort notice.Wh en th em eteorologic a lofficea dvisesth a t a strong tropic a ldepression orcycloneis
likelyto form ,Ma sterswilput th eirvesselson sta ndb yto sa il.
Th esc h edulea b oveisto b eob servedwh en a nnouncedb yth eR egiona lHa rb ourMa ster(Ca irns)overVHFc h 16.

Map S10c-9-8 

kilom etresMa p Da tum :GDA2020 1 0 1 2 3Ma p projec tion:UTMMGAZone54
Prepa red14Novem ber2023
Maritime Safety Queensland -Spa tia lServices
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